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Buckner, Edwin

From: Buckner, Edwin
Sent: Tuesday, March 7, 2023 10:39
To: Terry Bobo; Lori Jenkins
Cc: kendall.palmer@corteva.com; Langel, Todd; Barton, Kasey; Lewis, Hannah; Madden, Venessa; 

Beringer, Mike; deberning esealcohol.com
Subject: Response to Comments on the ESE Alcohol Sampling Plan and QAPP Disapproval
Attachments: Mar_2023_ESE Alcohol_Levels of Concern 24 Pesticides.pdf

Mr. Bobo: 
 
Thank you for meeting with us yesterday to discuss the ESE Alcohol Sampling Plan disapproval. This email serves to 
document EPA’s actions and comments related to your questions and comments. 
 

1. Recognizing that it may take additional time to revise the sampling plan to include a statistically valid number of 
samples, the EPA extends the deadline for submitting a revised Sampling Plan and Quality Assurance Project 
Plan an additional seven days to March 16, 2023. 

 
2. After further review of available information, the EPA concurs that 30 inches maximum sample depth is 

acceptable. 
 

3. The EPA is providing ecological levels of concern (LOEC) for all 20 pesticides for which Respondent will be 
conducting laboratory analysis. 
 

4. The EPA recommends using the Regional Screening Level calculator to derive levels of concern for an outdoor 
worker in the plant areas (see specific comment 7). The EPA has provided regional screening levels for worker 
exposure in the plant areas in previous communications. These numbers are also available online.   
 

5. So long as split samples are available at the time of sampling, the EPA is willing to forgo testing by Respondents 
of the four pesticides (Ethaboxam, Penflufen, Prothioconazole, and Desthio-prothioconazole) its laboratory is 
unable to quantify. Respondents must analyze for the other 20 pesticides identified in EPA’s comments dated 
September 16,2022. Note that the AOC requires 10-days-notice to EPA prior to each sampling event. For your 
awareness, the EPA is unable to conduct split sampling the week of April 24-28. 
 

6. The Sampling Plan requirements apply to all areas where treated seed, wet distillers grain, and lagoon sludge have 
been managed, placed, stored or land applied. Furthermore, the KDHE water permit for the sludge remaining in 
the lagoons does not address pesticide levels. Therefore, Respondents must test the lagoon bottoms for pesticide 
concentrations. 
 

7. For any samples and analyses to be considered valid, the QAPP and Sampling Plan must be submitted and 
approved. This includes an executed signature page as part of the QAPP. 

 
 
 
Edwin G. Buckner, PE 
RCRA Section 
Chemical Branch, Enforcement and Compliance Assurance Division 
EPA Region 7 
11201 Renner Boulevard 
Lenexa, Kansas 66219 
913-551-7621  ><> 



2

 
 


